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FCK NEWS RECAP

With ten games left to play this season, 
the Red Devils are entering a crucial stage 
of their campaign. It’s tight at the top of 
the table with six clubs remaining hot 
on the heels of front-runners 1. FC Köln. 
Separated by just a few points, Fürth, 
Karlsruhe, Berlin, Paderborn, St. Pauli 
and Kaiserslautern are in a tight race for 
an automatic promotion spot. 

The last weeks have cost the Red Devils 
dear, but Runjaic and his men are still in 
for a shot at promotion to the top fl ight. The 
Red Devils’ good start to the year was soon 
marred by sloppy losses to Aue, Aalen and 
Cottbus, which saw the Betze boys drop to 
seventh in the standings on Matchday 22. 

The Red Devils had the bulk of possession 
and were on top for most of the games, 
but a lack of fi repower and individual mis-
takes cost the Red Devils nine points in 
three games and the entire FCK camp was 
deeply disappointed. Frustration and per-
plexity started to creep in, and Runjaic was 
confronted with the diffi cult task of restor-
ing his players’ battered confi dence. The 

42-year-old tactician urged his charges to 
stay calm and be persistent. 

“You can’t just give people confi dence. The 
way you get confi dence back is by winning 
games and that’s what we are going to try 
to do. We have to be brave, take the ball 
and move it,” Runjaic said in the build-up 
to his side’s meeting with SV Sandhausen.

Actually, keeping the faith is not always 
easy. However, the Red Devils did not burry 
their heads in the sand but kept working 
towards their ultimate goal. Runjaic and 
his men worked hard on and off the pitch to 
get ready for the challenges ahead. While 
several fi rst-team players were away on 
national team duty, the rest of the squad 
was put through its paces at the training 
ground in Kaiserslautern. 

There was good news on the injury front 
as Simon Zoller resumed training ahead 
of the Sandhausen clash after spend-
ing some weeks on the sidelines with a 
muscle injury. The 22-year-old striker, 
who scored 10 goals in 18 appearances 
for the Red Devils, returned to action 
against the team from Baden Württem-
berg and netted his eleventh goal to ini-
tiate a much-needed turnaround.   

The match against Sandhausen began 
much the same way as the Cottbus clash as 
Runjaic’s men fell behind to an early goal, 
and despite dominating the bulk of pos-
session, they struggled to pull one back 

before the break. However, it was a game 
of two halves as the Red Devils pushed for-
ward with great intent after the break and 
fi t-again Zoller leveled the scores on 60 
minutes before an own goal from Schulz 
(73’) gave Runjaic’s men the win. The vic-
tory ended a three-game winless streak 
and injected some confi dence into the 
players, which they will truly need in the 
chase for an automatic promotion spot.

The Red Devils are facing a busy few weeks 
now with four matches in thirteen days 
and several teams vying for the automatic 
promotion slots. Speaking ahead of Match-
day 25’s encounter with high-fl yers 1. FC 
Köln, Kosta Runjaic told the media: “They 
are genuine contenders, for sure. At the 
moment we are all chasing the Billy Goats 
who are running away with it a bit, but you 
never know. There are six or seven teams 
chasing them, and we are one of them.” 

Regardless of how their contenders will 
fare, one thing is for sure: Runjaic and his 
charges are well aware it will probably go 
right down to the wire, but they will keep on 
working hard and they will keep on fi ghting. 

‘PROMOTION RACE WILL GO 
RIGHT DOWN TO THE WIRE’ 
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The encounter between Kaiserslautern and 
Köln has always been a highly anticipated 
match-up with great tradition and history. 
There are moments in the life of a fan that 
he or she will never forget. On June 15, 1991, 
40,000 FCK fans traveled to Cologne to see 
their beloved team clinch the Bundesliga 
1 title for the fi rst time since 1954 thanks to 
a stunning 6-2 win over the Billy Goats. In 
2008, thousands of FCK fans headed to the 
Cathedral city again and saw their heroes 
stave off relegation to the third tier with a 3-0 
win away to 1. FC Köln. Six years on from that, 
the meeting between the two sides promises 
to become another mesmerizing encounter 
as 1. FC Köln and 1. FC Kaiserslautern have 
set their sights on promotion to the top fl ight. 

The Billy Goats’ last stint in Germany’s top 
tier began in 2008 and lasted four years as 
Köln was relegated to the second division for 
the fi fth time in the club’s history in 2012. 
After fi nishing fi fth last season, promotion 
glory is well within reach for the Billy Goats 
this time around. 

The team of head coach Peter Stöger made 
very few mistakes in the fi rst half of the 
season and fi nished 2013 in top spot, four 
points ahead of runners-up Greuther Fürth. 
The Billy Goats’ attack is truly amazing, with 
strikers Patrick Helmes and Anthony Ujah 
(seven goals each) and attacking midfi elder 
Marcel Risse (eight goals) being the main 
threats. Köln’s defensive record is even 
more impressive. Stöger’s men have con-
ceded only 14 goals in 23 matches, which 
is by far the least in the entire league. They 
suffered no more than two defeats before 
the winter break, with the fi rst being as far 
in as Matchday 14 (1-0 away to VfL Bochum). 

Despite picking up only fi ve points in their fi rst 
four matches of the year, the Billy Goats still 
had a four-point cushion over Greuther Fürth 
ahead of Matchday 24.  Stöger’s men held 
Fürth to a 1-1 draw in Matchday 22’s curtain 

closer to keep their closest rivals at bay. Even 
if the Billy Goats had hoped for more ahead 
of their trip to the Ore Mountains, they were 
satisfi ed with the result as they managed to 
bounce back from a two-goal defi cit in the 
closing stages of the match thanks to a late 
brace from former FCK player Daniel Halfar. 

The 26-year-old midfi elder has become a 
key player for the Billy Goats. He is a pro-
lifi c provider who staunchly feeds Ujah and 
Helmes up front. Stöger usually deploys an 
attack-minded 4-4-2 formation, with two 
offensive wingers and two holding mid-
fi elders. Köln’s longest-serving player and 
team captain Miso Brecko, who has been at 
the club since 2008, is a smart playmaker. 
He opens up space and delivers accurate 
through balls and key passes.

It’s hard to see how Köln can be stopped 
from achieving promotion this season. The 
teams below might hope for that, but head 
coach Peter Stöger has the team well under 
control and will probably be able to prevent 
his charges from becoming lazy or believ-
ing promotion is a done deal already. How-
ever, being several points ahead of the 
chasing pack, promotion is theirs to lose.

Arminia Bielefeld’s life in Bundesliga 2 has 
proved something of a rollercoaster ride 
for most of this season. A sensational start 
to the campaign with only two defeats in 
eight games saw the newly-promoted side 
climb into third position in the Bundesliga 
2 table. However, this success was quickly 
tarnished in the following weeks as the men 
from East Westphalia suffered seven defeats 
in a row, which saw them fall into the drop 
zone. Yet, Arminia fans experienced an-
other high before Christmas when their side 
claimed a stunning 4-1 win over title chal-
lengers Greuther Fürth to send the crowd 
at the ‘Alm’ into raptures. Unfortunately, 
the much-hoped for impetus for a revival in 
form failed to materialize as Bielefeld was 
brought back down to earth with a 4-2 de-
feat away to Union Berlin a few days later 
and went into the winter break with rele-
gation fears hanging over the side’s heads. 

Nevertheless, the Arminia board kept faith 
with head coach Stefan Krämer over the win-
ter, hoping that the break and an injection of 
fresh energy in some new signings would 
help reverse the club’s fortunes. Unfortu-
nately, the upturn in form failed to emerge 
and the defeat at home to fellow relegation 

strugglers Ingolstadt proved to be Krämer’s 
fi nal opportunity to turn things around as a 
gap of fi ve points has opened up between 
the sides in the relegation places and the 
rest of the teams in the league. Taking over 
in September 2011, Krämer helped guide 
Arminia to safety in the third division. In his 
fi rst full season in charge, he lifted the side 
to promotion to the second tier while also 
battling for the title with Karlsruhe up until 
the season’s fi nal week. 

Norbert Meier was appointed new head 
coach on February 24, facing the tough 
challenge of guiding Arminia to safety in 
the remaining weeks of the 2013/14 cam-
paign. Actually, Meier is well aware of the 

situation. “Our only goal is survival, and 
we can only achieve it together,” the new 
man at the helm of Armina said after taking 
over head coaching duties for Bielefeld.  

Meier’s fi rst game in charge of Arminia was 
a special one for the 55-year-old tactician 
as his new side faced Fortuna Düsseldorf, 
the club he led from 2008 until 2013. The 
former Germany international’s debut at 
the helm of Arminia Bielefeld did not turn 
out as Meier had wished for as it ended in a 
2-0 defeat away to Fortuna Düsseldorf.

The lads from East Westphalia currently 
have the worst defensive record in the 
league, conceding more goals than bot-
tom-dwelling Engerie Cottbus. In fi erce 
contrast, scoring goals has not been a 
problem for the men from the ‘Alm’, who 
have found the back of the net 29 times 
this season (status Matchday 23).  

While Arminia Bielefeld’s ‘only aim is survival’, 
the Red Devils want to win promotion to the 
top fl ight at the end of the season. With that 
said, it seems certain that both sides will 
fi ght tooth and nail to notch all three points. 
So let the battle commence…

1. FC KÖLN   

ARMINIA BIELEFELD 


